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Friends’  Free  Reading  Room  and  Library. 


For  many  years  Friends  in  Germantown  have  had  a 
small  collection  of  books  under  the  care  of  a  Librarian, 
and  open  to  their  own  members  once  in  the  week. 

As  the  operative  class  in  our  town  increased,  the  minds 
of  Friends  were  turned  to  their  needs  in  the  way  of  mental 
improvement,  and  a  small  building  on  the  Meeting  House 
grounds  was  fitted  up  as  a  Reading  Room  and  Library. 
This  was  opened  three  evenings  in  the  week  to  the  public, 
under  the  charge  of  a  committee  of  young  men,  who 
voluntarily  assisted  in  its  care. 

In  addition,  courses  of  Lectures  were  delivered,  designed 
to  instruct  and  entertain  this  class  of  our  citizens.  As, 
however,  our  Library  increased  in  size  and  attractiveness, 
it  became  evident  that  the  quarters  then  occupied  were 
too  limited,  and  the  desirabilitiy  of  having  a  new  and  com¬ 
modious  building,  that  would  accommodate  the  enlarged 
number  of  books  and  readers,  impressed  itself  upon  the 
minds  of  those  interested  in  its  welfare.  After  considera¬ 
ble  reflection,  the  site  now  occupied  was  selected,  and  the 
present  Library  Building  was  erected  and  furnished  at  a 
cost,  including  the  value  of  the  ground,  of  about  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  and  opened  to  the  public  Ninth  month 
7th,-  1874. 

So  far,  those  having  it  in  charge  have  been  much  en¬ 
couraged  by  the  steadiness  of  the  attendance  of  the  class 
for  whose  benefit  it  was  mainly  intended,  as  well  as  by 
the  rapid  increase  of  their  numbers.  For  details  respect¬ 
ing  the  present  condition  of  the  Library  and  the  attendance 
at  the  Reading  Room,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  Libra¬ 
rian’s  Report  below. 

While  the  cost  of  providing  the  needful  accommoda¬ 
tions  has  been  met,  mainly  by  a  few,  the  current  expenses 


of  maintaining  efficiently  such  an  Institution  as  ours,  is  in 
great  measure  dependent  upon  the  annual  contributions 
of  its  friends,  and  we  trust  the  interest  in  its  success,  which 
has  been  heretofore  manifested,  will  continue  to  be  felt 


amongst  us. 


To  the  Committee  having  charge  of  the  Library  of  German¬ 
town  Preparative  Meeting. 

Soon  after  the  date  of  last  Annual  Report  the  attend¬ 
ance  at  the  Reading  Room  began  to  decline.  The  ap¬ 
proach  of  warm  weather  scattered  many  to  their  season’s 
engagements,  and  the  early  closing  of  the  Library  leaves 
but  little  to  record  as  to  service  rendered  in  the  old 
building. 

The  gathering  in  of  the  outstanding  books  proved  a 
work  of  some  difficulty,  but  was  so  far  accomplished  that 
we  do  not  know  of  more  than  about  twenty  volumes  lost; 
a  very  satisfactory  termination  of  that  labor,  as  it  differs 
much  from  the  experience  of  many  of  our  public  libraries. 

The  removal  of  the  Library  into  the  new  building  on 
the  Main  street,  where  it  was  opened  Ninth  month  7th, 
1874,  occasioned  its  non-use  for  a  considerably  longer 
period  than  usual;  but  since  we  have  become  established 
in  our  new  quarters,  a  return  of  many  of  our  old  readers, 
and  the  additions  since  made  of  new  ones,  indicate  an  in¬ 
creased  demand  for  the  use  of  our  volumes.  Previous  to 
removing,  there  were  added,  since  our  last  report,  the 
names  of  25  men  and  12  women  to  our  list  of  readers. 
Since  then  we  have  recorded  205  men  and  158  women, 
making  in  all  388,  to  this  date.  The  entire  number  tak¬ 
ing  books  out  of  the  Library  at  this  time,  is  604.  Some 
of  those  whose  names  are  recorded,  but  who  are  not  at 
present  availing  themselves  of  its  use  will  probably  return. 

The  exhibit  is  a  gratifying  one,  and  we  hope,  as  our 
location,  and  the  object  we  have  in  view  in  establishing 
the  Library  and  Reading  Room  become  more  fully  recog- 


nized  by  the  public,  the  Dumber  of  applicants  will  yet 
considerably  increase.  The  change  of  residence  of  the 
younger  readers  is  naturally  to  be  expected  in  a  popula¬ 
tion  such  as  our  factories  draw  into  our  midst,  but  it  is 
gratifying  to  find  the  places  left  vacant  by  some,  quickly 
filled  by  others. 

Our  collection  of  books  is  highly  valued  by  most  of  our 
readers,  and  has  attracted  many  to  our  Room,  of  cultivat¬ 
ed  and  appreciative  tastes — this  is  gratifying — but  it  is 
with  peculiar  pleasure  we  note  the  addition  to  our  number, 
of  persons  from  the  humbler  walks  of  life.  Many  of  the 
operatives  of  the  town  resort  to  us — as  well  older  persons 
as  young  men  and  young  women — quite  a  number  of  the 
latter  being  factory  hands,  whose  bright  looks  and  oft 
expressed  thanks,  well  indicate  a  recognition  of  the  benefits 
they  receive.  The  uniform  quiet  and  good  order  ob¬ 
served  in  the  Reading  Room  is  another  pleasing  evidence 
of  the  appreciation  of  the  advantage  conferred. 

To  these  younger  readers  we  find  our  juvenile  depart¬ 
ment,  containing  as  it  does,  numerous  works  above  the 
grade  of  children’s  books,  a  valuable  help  as  an  appropri¬ 
ate  means  of  introducing  them,  on  their  joining  our 
Library,  into  habits  of  reading  and  thought,  through 
which  a  wider  range  of  study  may  safely  be  reached. 
Without  this  help,  many  of  our  applicants  would  turn 
away  disappointed;  but  through  the  books  thus  offered 
them,  they  are,  mostly,  easily  led  to  something  better. 
The  readiness  with  which  such  minds  are  induced  to  accept 
wholesome  literature  instead  of  the  exciting  novels  at  first 
sought  for,  continues  to  be  a  very  interesting  feature  of 
their  connection  with  us,  and  our  success  in  inducing  the 
substitution  of  works  of  a  more  instructive  character  con¬ 
firms  the  belief,  heretofore  expressed,  that  more  care  on 
the  part  of  the  Controllers  of  our  Public  Libraries  would 
lead  to  valuable  results  to  our  young  reading  communities. 

In  advocating  light  reading  as  relaxation  to  the  mind, 


1  lie  fallacy  is  assumed,  by  some,  that  novel  reading  will 
meet  that  want.  We  do  not  doubt  the  benefit  of  whole¬ 
some  relaxation,  but  a  pleasantly  written  book  of  travels 
will  yield  that  in  a  far  greater  degree  than  the  excitement 
of  a  sensational  novel,  and  the  poisoning  influence  of  the 
latter  will  be  avoided. 

Th  ese  views  bring  home  to  our  attention  the  necessity 
of  keeping  the  excellent  selection  now  found  in  this  depart¬ 
ment  of  our  Library  as  near  up  to  the  work  desired  of  it 
as  our  means  and  the  scarcity  of  good  books  of  the  kind 
will  permit. 

The  use  of  our  building  as  a  Reading  Room  is  gratify¬ 
ing,  though  an  increase  of  that  use  would  be  desirable. 
The  rich  collection  of  works  of  history,  attracts  many 
students,  while  the  equally  valuable  works  of  a  scientific 
and  practical  character  are  sought  after  by  others. 

We  have  kept,  for  a  few  weeks  past,  a  record  of  the 
number  of  visitors  daily  in  attendance,  by  which  we  find 
there  has  been  a  weekly  average  of  188  men  and  105  wo¬ 
men.  The  largest  number  of  women  recorded  in  any  one 
week,  was  141 ;  of  men,  252.  These  figures  do  not  include 
our  own  members  who  attend  at  the  Library  after  Fifth- 
day  meetings. 

There  have  been  placed  on  our  shelves  in  the  past  year, 
1500  volumes,  viz:  25  volumes  of  Friends’  Works;  372 
of  History ;  262  of  Science ;  230  of  Travels ;  246  of  Mis¬ 
cellaneous,  (which  includes  Morals  and  Poetry;)  238  of 
Biography;  84  of  Juvenile,  and  43  Educational  Works. 

The  number  of  Volumes  in  our  collection  appears  to  be 
5,634.  A  few  works  in  German,  lately  added,  are  very 
acceptable  to  some  of  our  readers  who  are  but  imperfectly 
acquainted  with  English. 

Respectfully  submitted  by 

WILLIAM  KITE, 

Librarian. 


Third  month  1st,  1875. 


